
Philippians 2:1-4 [NIV-UK]

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from 

being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 

any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 

and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by 

being like-minded, having the same love, being one in 

spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 

others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own 

interests but each of you to the interests of the others.



Philippians 2:6-8 [NIV-UK]

6who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death –

even death on a cross!



John 13:3-5 [NIVUK]

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 

his power, and that he had come from God and was 

returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took 

off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel round his 

waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 

towel that was wrapped round him.



John 13:12-15  [NIVUK]

12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on 

his clothes and returned to his place. ‘Do you 

understand what I have done for you?’ he asked 

them. 13 ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”, and rightly 

so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 

wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example 

that you should do as I have done for you.



Mark 10:35-37  [NIVUK]

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 

to him. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want you to do for us 

whatever we ask.’

36 ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ he asked.

37 They replied, ‘Let one of us sit at your right and the 

other at your left in your glory.’



Mark 10:41-45  [NIVUK]

41When the ten heard about this, they became 

indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them 

together and said, ‘You know that those who are 

regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 

and their high officials exercise authority over 

them. 43Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For 

even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’



“Upside Down” thinking



Why should we serve?

� Jesus did and calls us to do the same



John 13:34-35  [NIVUK]

‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.’



� Paul and Timothy- “Paul and Timothy, servants of 
Christ Jesus” Philippians 1:1

� Paul- “a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God” Rom 1:1

� Peter- “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ” 2 Peter 1:1

� James- “James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ” James :1

� Epaphras - “Epaphras, who is one of you and a 
servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings” Colossians 4:12



Why should we serve?

� Jesus did and calls us to do the same

�Serving shows our faith



James 2:14-17 [NIV-UK]

14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 

claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 

save them? 15Suppose a brother or a sister is without 

clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 

‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does 

nothing about their physical needs, what good is 

it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 

accompanied by action, is dead.
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�Serving demonstrates God’s love to others
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Serving non-Christians opens them to 
Christ



Serving non-Christians opens them to 
Christ

“I learnt important facts about the 

Christian faith and was amazed 

how simple and peaceful this 

religion really is. This encouraged 

me to look further into Bible at later 

stages, and I am still exploring this 

faith.”
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Serving is good for you!



Serving is good for your health!

“The Helper’s High!”

Helping others offers long term 

health benefits “including relief 

from back pain and headaches, 

lowered blood pressure and 

cholesterol, and curbed overeating 

and alcohol and drug abuse.”



Why should we serve?

� Jesus did and calls us to do the same

�Serving shows our faith

�Serving demonstrates God’s love to others
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�Serving is good for you!



Where and How should we Serve?

 What are your experiences of Serving?



We are all called to serve

 10For we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.

 Ephesians 2:10 (NIVUK)

 10Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

 1 Peter 4:10 (NIVUK)



How do you find out where’s a good area 
for you to serve?

 S

 H

 A

 P

 E

 Spiritual Gifts

 Heart

 Abilities

 Personality

 Experiences



How do you find out where’s a good area 
for you to serve?

 Experiment

�There are lots of opportunities to get involved



How do you find out where’s a good area 
for you to serve?

 Find out more

�“Finding your place in the Body of 
Christ”
– connecting your gifts and passion to our 
Church’s mission

�January 23rd, 30th & February 6th

7.30-9.30pm in the Church Centre



What do we mean by A Serving 
Church?

� A church that serves us

 - or –

� A church of individuals who serve others?

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ.

 Ephesians 4:11-16  (NIVUK)



 ‘What would it feel like to lay your head 
on your pillow at night and say, “You 
know what I did today? I teamed up with 
God to change the world”?’

Bill Hybels
Senior Pastor, Willow Creek Community Church


