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The word of the Lord came to 

me, saying,

“Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, before you 

were born I set you apart; I 

appointed you as a prophet to 

the nations.”
Jer. 1 vv 4-5



“You have searched me, Lord,

and you know me.

You know when I sit and when I rise;

you perceive my thoughts from afar.                             

For you created my inmost being;

you knit me together in my mother’s

womb.”
Psalm 139 vv 1-2; 13-14



“Praise be to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in 

Christ. For he chose us in him 

before the creation of the world

to be holy and blameless in his 

sight.”
Eph. 1 vv 3-4



• one-off experience?

• growing sense of awareness?

• external voice of God?

• still small voice within?



Samuel – wakened by the voice of 

God with message for Eli

David – youngest son of Jesse to be 

king of Israel

Mary – young teenager to be the 

mother of Jesus



“Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I 

said, “I do not know how to 

speak; I am too young.”
Jer. 1 v 6



Moses – full of excuses

Gideon – too weak and 

insignificant

Jonah – terrified and runs 

away



Too young or too old?

Lack of Bible knowledge?

Fear of failure and change?

When God calls, He enables!



“But the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You 

must go to everyone I send you to 

and say whatever I command 

you. Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you and will rescue you,”

declares the Lord.”
Jer. 1 vv 7-8



Abraham – “don’t be afraid!”

Joshua – “don’t be afraid!”

Mary and Joseph – “don’t be 

afraid!”

Paul – “don’t be afraid!”

To us today – “don’t be afraid!”



“Then the Lord reached out his hand and 

touched my mouth and said to me, “I 

have put my words in your mouth. See, 

today I appoint you over nations and 

kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 

destroy and overthrow, to build and to 

plant.”
Jer. 1 vv 9-10



“The word of the Lord came to me: 

“What do you see, Jeremiah?”

“I see the branch of an almond tree,”

I replied.

The Lord said to me, “You have seen 

correctly, for I am watching to see 

that my word is fulfilled.”
Jer. 1 vv11-12



God’s Message came to me: “What 

do you see, Jeremiah?”

I said, “A walking stick—that’s 

all.”

And God said, “Good eyes! I’m 

sticking with you.

I’ll make every word I give you 

come true.”



“As the rain and the snow come down 

from heaven, and do not return to it

without watering the earth............ so is 

my word that goes out from my mouth:

It will not return to me empty but will 

accomplish what I desire and achieve 

the purpose for which I sent it.”
Isa. 55 vv 10-11



“...being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus.”
Phil. 1 v 6



Receive His assurance:

• He knows what He is doing

• He works through human                   

weakness

• He will accomplish His purpose


